o

Other emigra died from a 0 peite
2
de experienced aro d 3 2 /] % /. < 4 o
»
() Fa O O ) ’ ” : ’ ’
A1) A0 O a Red O y % 4,
l &
ed by 12 Others dro ed d 271 b b
g g I, (LA
o 0 £ fa ‘ ,‘ X
8 2 A 00d O [ p o ’ 7
g L/ f a
DA % o helple ) & oved 2N O € ¢ R
5 ‘.-l. 2 e eré 2
O [} o o O C 1 L l ‘ . nD i’ 7, % /i ¢
. o fiorea lio B 1A HeMm aAMe € il ¥
d d g g g sto L 4 \
iy y-
B I - - - k
oTa along . 1 CO Ay 'y
3 ‘ der o O angero C Nva 5
1 W
0 c 2 o
" L
5 ¥
7 ada P vy
$ 7 Ho 7
. O
5 - @i, ang o
stk |rf ._1 ,!". . p U L€ (Fre
ENC
7 = &
; 27 12 ¢ e lals g /e (e o] & “
3 D¢ 2 12 .
b £ ’ 2
7 8 DL 2 ) 217 2 ere &7 2 .
p
a ”, ouse Ko bed and lo i “epD g ;
a el
g /7 2l 2 & 2s1 &7 /7 7, ., 2 erd Ay, :
- Z A
y - ’ & o
” & 2 7 ’ , /’/ " 7 ’ 4 * T ’
ere are o+ bone Z 1Y
L =N
2 (AT ave L7 9 Ve v =
! F
% . 0/ a AN ere oo -
i _."'I‘
5 . P '1”4 & 4 | :
1 * - 'y
'i" -
dra 7 ouse K ”, P s - : o
. T - r "
3 .
! v '.-l -
[ T 3 '.l...l.l‘ - ¥
T o LI -, - e
e SR -
- i -
I - - - ] P
’ . -
" #1 ' 2 -
P | g Y - c by -
., {7 A ™ .
P end died toa & Wd T L R -
Y, (7 Z H :
’ 4
0 Ared 7 £ & £/ |
2 s & Al ¢ & i
Ve 7 O
|

22




water and g
I the apa s. )
ORI e o7 105 because of baa
ayGr{MReaPer/ / hew“fef’_%er,p
’ alH ”’d//l/

wake rt 1o | coks
Adependence Rock after Mama. | hope we 4y

June. 16, 155

Weve made t to Fort Laramie. We're a third
of the way there ) have to repalr the wagon and
replace ovr axle. We lost two oxel and will buy
fwo From a family torhing back We need strong
oxen and & lighter Joad to make it vp the Rockies.
Im glad we don't need more supplres. Prices here
are too high. | <til] have wonelf For the ferries
Harriet and Sarah got letters J man was killed
when his wagen Fell o Jum, His wife will g0 o Next

s Independence Rock \We will leave the plains behind
vs. Mountains and rivers lie ahead.

-..g-..rr-' " ,;-r-h_n.-:-"‘-'---’:"-fh. P—

Yokes were used fo
harness oxen to
the wagons.



ist Marshall - July 4, 185t
I\j\{j{ have reached South ¥ass and are half way to O_;I:ezoq; i
o we say good-bye to many people, even aur 7.4 g i
Emormwab {'hazz 9omg +o Califorma wrth her family. He stgh )/g/ |
e ) for qold. | will wiss i and pray that re
e weth three fiddlers

knows what lres ahead? /J

-

South Pass was one of the most important landmarks on the Oregon
Trail. A valley twenty miles wide, South Pass allowed the emigrants to
travel through the mountains rather than climb over them. South Pass
also was the fork in the Trail where the emigrants decided whether to
head northwest to the Oregon Territory or southwest to California.

The emigrants had to get through the mountains before it snowed. At
South Pass they heard the story of the Donner party. In 1846 this group
of settlers was traveling west when they became stranded by early snows
in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Most of the party died. No emigrant
wanted to suffer that fate. Everyone was anxious to continue the journey
and stay ahead of the snows.
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The emigrants heard many frightening tales about the Native

American nations, such as the Pawnee, Sioux, Shoshone, and Bannock
who lived along the Oregon Trail. Many of these tales were false. Wagon
trains were not regularly attacked by the Native Americans.

Native American trails formed the paths that the emigrants followed
on their journey westward. Some Native Americans worked as guides,
using their skills and canoes to help emigrants safely cross the rivers
and mountains.
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it to Oregm Snake River ;s Hext,

Last wght a fow Nez. Perce came to
our camp. They were #riendly. Some i our
Party reached for they rifles, but the
wagon master kept the peace, The Nez.
Perce Jooked at oy horses. They had an
extra horse with thew, | traded coffze
a siiver belt buckle, ang tobacco for 'th;,
horse. It will replace Henry's horse that
dred. Henry, clams the horse's name (s

Runmng Wing, Jyst hope the horse mafes
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By the time the emigrants reached Fort Hall on the Snake River, many
were running low on supplies, and their animals were dead or dying. Once
the emigrants realized the Native Americans were not going to attack their
wagon train, they bartered with them. They exchanged clothing and tools
for fresh food, herbs, moccasins, and other useful goods.

The Marshalls were able to barter for much needed items with the Nez
Percé. The Nez Percé also helped them to cross a difficult and frightening
part of the Trail.

Harriet Marshall - July 25, 1852

Today, the Nez- Perce helped
vs cross a narrow part of the
Spake Rever. This was our First
time i a canoe. Sarah was
scared, but | felt safe. We paid
#7 1o the Nez Perce to guide our
horses and cattle across the rver. |
They swam beside the anmals. We Jost
one cow i the crossing, but all the other
anmmals made it safely, Sarah was hoping some
sheep would be lost. There are three islands m

the river. The lndians showed vs how to use them

as stepping stones. Some in ovr party who crossed

on thew own lost wagons, anmals, or even Joved ones.

Sarasr Marshall - July 26, 185y

The cance ride was scar z

Y, but we diay't tip over, S
awd tip over and Were lost, T beys were Jost a/os,:e\:,/jj::s
Just swirled up ana got them We coulant 4, amﬂ'h;ng Im

glad we had the Nez. Perce to help us. The banks of the
rVer Were covered wWith dead cattle +hat had washed vp

Henry is riding s
iy :‘[Md' g Hew horse, He says the horse riges like

.4-3@95‘{‘ i)
| walked ten myfes i the ray

n Mania
the camas Joaks Hery wma tried to stay dry, but

rode his horse Wearing Papg’ 4
coat. It kept hum dry but e sure | g vapds huge
ooked funmy,
Mama does't get 5 uany. | hope

ck We spent th .
arovnd the fire pe e mght drying things
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Sarak Marshall = A‘ugust 2, 5%

\We reached Fort Borse and stopped For
2 short rest. We myst make it across -
+the Cascade Mountans before the sn:m .
We had to stop For a few d&fs onf
Traid while Mama wWas sick She !j: h;ﬂe
now. The wagon master gave dad
route, and we were able to cateh up.

We still have 400 miles to 40!
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Native Americans helped
many of the emigrants cross
the Snake River. Although
crossing the river was the
fastest way to Fort Boise, it
was also the most dangerous.
The currents of the Snake
River were strong, and many
wagons and animals were
lost. So many emigrants lost
animals in the Snake River
that it was called the “cattle
graveyard.”

The next stop on the Trail was Fort Boise. Fort Boise was plagued by
floods. Three years after the Marshalls visited it, Fort Boise was gone. By
this point on the Trail, supplies were low, and many animals were sick or
weakened. Wagons were in poor condition. People were tired. Fall was

approaching. Yet many challe
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PORDING the RIVER

The emigrants were now on the last leg of their long, hard journey. They
had reached the end of the Trail, blocked by the Cascade Mountains.
Here, at a place called The Dalles, emigrants had to pass down the wide
Columbia River, full of whirlpools and rapids. Its banks were high and
rocky. Few could afford the ferry that traveled down the river. Those
without the fare had to float their wagons down the river.
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The Marshalls finally took the ferry down the Columbia River. During = e T koo,
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the trip, the oxen all shuffled to one side and nearly tipped the ferry.
William struggled to keep the animals quiet and calm. Harriet held on

to Henry to keep him from falling off the ferry. Sarah clutched her diary ™y i ' ;
and crossed her fingers. But at last they landed. They had little money f M
left, but they had arrived in Oregon Territory near the Willamette Valley. lih 1%

The weather was rainy. But to the emigrants, the land looked lush
and green. They gathered their belongings, hitched up their wagons, and
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set off on the last few miles to Oregon City. Once there, the emigrants The emigrants moved even faster now. They were desperate to reach
would search for family and then settle down. Oregon City, claim land, and begin their new lives. Supplies were very |
.On the Trail the emigrants had an expression, “seeing the elephant,” low. Water was nearly gone. The emigrants boiled the river water. They
| which meant that they had suffered hardships or misfortune. Reaching did not want to become ill this close to their goal.
1M 0f€$0ﬂ City meant that the emigrants had finally put the elephant Upon reaching Oregon City, the wagon train broke up. Friends said
behind them. good-bye. Their journey was over. They had made it. Oregon City looked

like a wonderful city to the emigrants. It had buildings, stores, and inns.
At last they could sleep in beds and not on the ground.

The Marshalls said good-bye to friends and decided to rest before set-
ting out for the Thomas’ home. Harriet and Sarah wanted a bath. Henry
wanted an ice cream. William was just thankful they had all reached
Oregon safely. The family looked for a letter from Tom, but there was
none. But Sarah had a letter from Emily, -
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