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SRR Encouraging Change The American

Did Jou Know? Some of the planters wanted to buy the rights
o e b to Eli Whitney’s new machine, but he was too ) SYS'em

grant patents is part of the [l STt Whitney knew that he could get a patent
Constitution. In 1793, a 88 on his invention. A patent is a certificate issued In the late 1790s, Eli Whitney was a famous man. His cotton
patent lasted for 14 years. ®® by the government. It gives the patent holder ' gin was an enormous success. He held a patent on it, but people  Chq pter 3
i Today, a patent is good for @ the right to be the only one to make, sell, or use copied it without paying him. Whitney still had to pay for
I ;: :I?ezlgn}:i:‘s;sgfepnindmg ¥ an invention for a certain number of years. workers, supplies, and a place to work. He went into debt. He
E Renewing a patent requires :'_: In 1790, the new United States had passed needed to make money.
| 2SpEcialiactiolioneress. 8 its first patent law. That law was part of the Eli Whitney considered himself a clever inventor who could
Industrial Revolution, too. Revolutions create machines that solved problems. At the time, the United
are based on big changes and new ideas. States government needed a large number of muskets, or guns.
Patent By protecting an inventor’s rights, patents If the country went to war, the government was afraid that it
Office, encouraged inventions and new ideas. Soon, would not have enough guns. Whitney had an idea for a new
v ‘giécshingtan, America became known as a nation of and better way to make guns.
P e Whitney knew that the government needed the

guns quickly. He also knew that there were
not enough workers at the time. Why not
use water power instead of people power?
Why not make guns with machines?

Voices from
America

“| can do [muskets] as well and
with much greater [speed] than
they have ever been done in
this (and | believe) in any
Country. . . ."

—Eli Whitney, 1799
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= i 7 (ARG Sl Whitney was more interested in the process and the machines
! ,,“~;,;E§AR,;,bg*\'{f'f";;':,%;,fg/-'Ti“—b‘ﬂ/ i B R S e than in the guns. He had missed his deadlines but he had created
§ Bty fnteneat {"’2‘? e machines that could cut and shape parts for other machines. The
R B NP i e ' President of the United States could put together a gun lock
s, from the identical parts he had made. Whitney had accomplished
his goal.

Eli Whitney finally delivered his 10,000 guns. They were almost

10 years late! Eli Whitney had created a remarkable new way of

making things. He had created a system of interchangeable parts —

and mass production. His system did not work just for guns. It sroduction in
worked for clocks and locomotive engines, for bicycles and a cotton mill
sewing machines. It laid the foundation of modern industry. V¥ in the 1890s

The Artist of His Country

Finally, Eli Whitney had something to show. On a cold January e
day in 1801, he staked his reputation on a pile of metal. A \ '
A A pistol sad President Thomas Jefferson watched as Whitney randomly B8 P
rifle with picked up parts from the table and put together a musket lock.
interchange- Mixed up on the table were the parts needed to make a musket
able parts lock. Following Whitney, the government officials in the room
did the same thing. The men could put together locks, take them
apart, or substitute other pieces. All of the parts fit any lock.

Standing in an office in the nation’s new capital, Washington,
D.C., the men could not believe their eyes. Eli Whitney is “the
Artist of his Country,” they decided.

What had Eli Whitney done? He had successfully created the
basis for mass production, the making of identical goods in
large quantity. Eli Whitney’s methods would revolutionize
American industry.




