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June 7, 1897
G260 Nfg/’rfmga/'e

Dear Bubbe and Grandfather,

| am writing to you from our ship! We wade rt. We can give
Jotters to an officer to wiail. | have not been sick Sasha and
Nathan have been il. \We have run out of the food we bovght
in Hamburg. Now 2l we have (s stale bread and hard cheese.

Bofore we boarded the ship, an officer of the ship
xamined vs. He checked for lice They cut my hair. Don't
worry, Bubbe, it will grov back We all passed the exam

At m’ght i (s hard to sleep. There are so many peap/e
crowded into the bottom of the ship. And the ship rocks so
wuch. At first | was afraid each time we hit o wave, but now
P not, ) met a girl From Poland. She speaks some Russta#.
We Jove walking on the deck in the fresh air. n steerage, it
always smells so bad

) miss you and Grandfather.

Nour loving gra.nddaugh’fer,
Emma
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Ellis Island

Sasha Markowitz
June 13, 1893
We are getting closer. Everyone is nervous.
People are worried that they will be sent
home. There was a fight on deck. One man
said another stole food from him. People
are angry. We have been stuck in this hole
for a week. So many people are sick. Others
have died. Above us we can hear music.
How can people laugh and have fun when
- e are suffering so down here? | wonder
i T S if this is what America will be like?

? g

ffteeleeissis

) Jacob Markowitz

5@[;;3[6‘.%& June 16, 1893

YTy a2 We are at Ellis Island waiting for the ferry
to take us to New York. Nathan gave us a
scare. One doctor said his eye was bad.
He put a big E on him. Sofia started crying.
Then another doctor came over. He asked
Nathan to run around the building five
times. Nathan did. He was not even tired.
The doctor removed the E. We are now
the Marks family. The officer could not
understand or spell our name, so he wrote

down “Marks.”
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June 13, 189%
SS, Nz‘ghh’ngaz’e

Bubbe and Grandfather, |

?/f/zrar: ajirlosf there. ) am on deck It s sunty That s a gqad srg;. In :he
distance we can see a statve. 1 s tall. It looks like a lady W('th ; fi::b} L
== S{he (s wearing a. crowh, too. ) think | hear her calling us. It s ju :

B put she (s an amazing sight.
torrm When the ship docks, we Wi
L L us We are worried about Nath

‘ have to go back with hnmt? : y
= Wf/;MOzhj;h;d Fa‘fger’s coat. He asked if Father was & tarlor. The man sal
| iy ma

s a 3

= “How do You do””
j’f- Y be rich. | am learning English i ! Your loving granddavghter,

m Emma

I have to go +o Ellis Island. There doctors wf//
an One of his eyes is stil pink If he is Sick,




At last the immigrants were in America. They arrived at Ellis Island.
There they were inspected. They were given a medical exam. They were
tested for eye disease, heart problems, mental defects, or lameness. Most
immigrants were worried about eye diseases. About two out of every
hundred people were sent back. Sometimes whole families went back
because a child did not pass. Other times, just a parent went back. Most
tried to return later.

The final test was to answer questions, such as “Married? Name?
Occupation?” Since many of the immigrants did not speak English,
family names were often changed. Examiners wrote down what they
heard or how they thought a name was spelled. But the tests didn’t
matter to most immigrants. They had arrived in America at last.
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CHAPTER 3

Life on the Lower
East Side

The immigrants took the ferry to New York City. In New York City,
most immigrants went to the Lower East Side. There, they lived in
tenements, old and rundown buildings divided into small, dark rooms.
Families crowded into one or two rooms, sharing a bathroom with
several other families.

For many newcomers, the Lower East Side was a shock. It was noisy.
It was dirty. It was filled with people speaking many different languages.
Inside the tenements, you could hear the whirring of sewing machines.
Many immigrants worked in the garment, or clothing, industry. Many
worked at home. Others worked in shops, called sweatshops. Hours
were long and working conditions were unhealthy and dangerous.

Six months passed. The Markowitz family, now the Marks, live on
the Lower East Side. They found rooms in a tenement. Everyone in the
family is working.
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Mott Street Industrial S¢hool
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