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In this unit, you're going to read about some
remarkable changes for the United States. For
example, you will read about how the makeup
of the American people changed, as immigrants
by the millions poured into America. You’ll also
?ead about how transportation changed with the
mvention of the automobile and the airplane.

You're going to read about another change,

too. For the first time, Americans ... ° 7
ff "

begin to look outward, beyond -
the shores of their N
own continent, for = g
other lands to claim. J
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A TmvEe OF CHANGE ¢ 1890-1920

ELLIS ISLAND
WELCOMES
NEWCOMERS

Ellis Island is located in New York Harbor. It
sits close to the New Jersey shore. Ellis Island got
its name from the farmer, Samuel Ellis, who
owned the island long ago. Before that, it was
called Oyster Island, because of the beds of
delicious oysters found there. And, before that, it
was called by its Indian name—Kioshk, or Gull
Island, because for many years, seagulls
were its only residents.

The Government Buys
Ellis Island

In 1808, the United
States government bought Ellis .
Island. For a while, soldiers were
stationed at a fort built there. _Later',":‘
the island was used as a place
to store ammunition.

In 1890, the
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government decided : i
to use Ellis Island in § i
another way. It : i

would become the ) e gy

receiving center for | i il U >
L ;

o An immigrant family arrives
— LT in the United States.

immigrants headed ,

for the port g bt
at New | VYoaurd® ,
York City. = - el - [
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prodded them and officials asked
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./ building housed receiving rooms BEdig thOUSa‘ndS of tons of soil to other places where people could be  them questions. 1 i
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' New York when its subway system I }I;rancisco L _— B.oston Here is how author H. G. Wells \" ‘ ;Li
' ' ' described what he saw when he Byl )ﬁ
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and Savannah were among those
ports where immigrants landed.

places where newcomers could
| exchange their money for
American money or buy railroad

4 tickets. Other buildings offered Ellis Island Opens for B
or Business
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Processing Millions of
Immigrants
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About one-third of the
immigrants who passed through
Ellis Island stayed in the New York
City area. The other two-thirds
spread out to help populate every
region and every corner of the nation.

The Statue of Liberty

Ellis Island sits in the shadow
of another famous American
landmark, the Statue of Liberty.
Often, the first sign that told
immigrants they had reached
America was the Statue of Liberty,
standing watch over New York
Harbor. Here is how one

immigrant remembered how some

people reacted when the Statue
of Liberty came into view:
“Many older persons

among us, burdened with

a thousand memories

of what they were

leaving behind,

had been openly
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weeping ever since we entered the
narrower waters on our final
approach toward the unknown.
Now somehow steadied, I suppose,
by the concreteness of the symbol
of America’s freedom, they

dried their tears.”

In 1903, a plaque was
added to the base on
which the Statue of =~ &
Liberty stands. 4
On the plaque
isa poem
by an

-

"/_
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American woman named Emma
Lazarus. In the poem’s last lines,
Emma tells what she thinks the
statue would say if it could
speak to other countries:

Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your
teeming shore,
Send these, the homeless,
tempest-tost to me,

1 lift my lamp beside the
golden door.

Ellis Island Closes Its
Doors
By 1924, the number
- of immigrants coming
. through Ellis Island’s
processing center had
dwindled. Still, its
doors didn’t officially
close for another 30
years, in 1954. In all,
over 15 million
immigrants had started
. their American lives by
3 passing through the
gates of Ellis Island.

Show What You Know

You have read about the
welcome that is added to the
base of the Statue of Liberty.
Imagine that you are helping
to design the wire pens that
will help Ellis Island process
thousands of people a day.
On each pen, you decide to
put a different phrase or
sentence that will help the
immigrants feel welcomed to
the United States. For
example, you might decide to
have one sign read, :
“Welcome, New Friends!”
Another sign might read,
“Have a Great Life in
Americal”

Think of something you might
write on a welcoming sign on
an Ellis Island gate. Then,
write it in the space below.
(You may write it in any
language you wish.)




