T — - = o
CHAPTER 18— \ o S

: Meet.the Tom Thumb

& ooper b e
s . g s -
q -
= z 0 5 & DO
5 . er, O D %
d . = O c 0CO e ged
C orse-d ’
! g : L
. . 3
need dp d
D o 0 0 d #
e 1o 0 3 A
o 0 engine beg 0 slo
= € e do e horse won! B i
| 0 d \

.
.q”_ =
} ¢ {
Sy v
XA
p B A




: ' The “Wrong” Side——
of the‘Tracks "~

C Ia 0ad C O
= 5 -,
J A
(] )
3 O C
B =
d A
[
C O
A h - A
(¢ O
O
e D (] DOO C
P O ( C
o
- Fat Pt . (] -
0 A




v !
Finding the Money Two Railroads Formed |
Judah persuaded four businessmen from California to supply The Big Four sent Ted Judah to Washington, D.C.,
the money to start up his railroad. The four men were called to ask the government for land and money to build
the “Big Four.” They were Collis Huntington, Mark Hopkins, ! the new railroad. Judah was successful. President
Charles Crocker, and Leland Stanford. The new railroad Abraham Lincoln signed the Pacific Railroad Act
company was called the Central Pacific. b 186,
Collis Huntington and Mark Hopkins were partners in one of This Act set up two companies to build the
the biggest hardware stores in the West. Charles Crocker was transcontinental railroad. The Central Pacific .
the owner of a dry goods store. Leland Stanford ran a Railroad Company would begin work in California.
wholesale grocery business. These men It would lay tracks east. The Union Pacific Railroad
had left the Northeast to seek their Company would start at the Missouri River. It would
fortune in the California gold rush. Voices from America lay tracks west. Somewhere in the middle, the tracks

They didn’t find gold, but they did

: - : ; “Everything [Judah] did from the would meet!
get rich selling supplies to the miners.

time he went to California to the The Big Four wanted to celebrate the start of the Central Pacific’s

By the 1860s, the California gold rush day f’f his deatl? vas .for the Sl work. They held a groundbreaking ceremony on a muddy street in
continental Pacific railway. Time,

was slowing down. New discoveries money, brains, strength, body and . Sacramento, the capital of California, in early 1863. A brasds ba ]f
. g - the
of gold and silver had been made in ol w:sre abs:)rbed : Tilsed to played. Leland Stanford spoke: “We may now look forwar tl():n <.
; - e ‘ i nds.
Nevada. Towns there were booming. be said ‘Judah’s Pacific Railroad day when... the Pacific will be bound to the Atlantic by iron bo
The four businessmen wanted to do crazy.’” T |
business in Nevada. Judah convinced — Anna Judah, Ted Judah's wife 5’ R CANADA Central Pacific Railroad L
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A Day in the Life of a Railroad Worker

The men rose each morning at first light. They washed their
hands and faces in a tin basin. They ate a big breakfast and
began work. The work was backbreaking. The men worked
under a burning sun as well as in bitter cold and snow.

At noon the workers had an hour to eat a heavy dinner. They
had soup, fried or roast meat, potatoes, coffee, and sometimes
pies or cakes. After the noon meal, they took naps or rested.
Then they went back to work. They stopped work an hour
before supper. This meal was less rushed. Afterwards, the men
played games, talked, and sometimes sang before going to bed.

Room and board cost $5 per week. The men slept in bunk beds
on one of the train cars. These cars held 78 bunks stacked in
threes. In the summer, the men slept outside on top of trains.
They rarely bathed and almost never washed their clothes.
Most had long hair and beards or mustaches.

The Wild West

he Union Pacific Railroad crossed land on the plains that was

mostly wide-open spaces. Native Americans lived and hunted

on these lands. Herds of buffalo and other wild animals
roamed there. Traders and gold prospectors had crossed the
plains, but they had built very few settlements. Most Americans
thought the plains was a great desert.

Now the Union Pacific wanted settlers to move onto the plains. The
railroad was being built to carry goods and passengers from place to
place. Where would these goods and passengers come from?

The government had given the railroads enormous amounts of
land. The railroads could make money by breaking up this land
into small plots and selling them. To attract settlers, the railroads
sent out posters describing the plains as rich and fertile. They
urged people to buy land immediately. Once the railroad was
completed, prices would go up.




The Native Americans

One group of people was not pleased to see railroad workers
laying tracks across the plains. They were the Plains Indians.
These tribes included the Sioux, Lakota, Arapaho, and
Cheyenne. For years, politicians had been calling for Native
Americans to be removed entirely from routes to the West.
Some tribes had already been forced to move onto reservations.
Reservations were areas of land that no one else wanted. They
were far from the tribe’s usual hunting grounds.

The Native Americans were angry at the way they were treated.
They hated the Iron Horse. Snorting and whistling, the railroad
scared away wild animals. And white settlements followed the
railroad.

Native Americans had always depended on wide-open spaces
for hunting. Their way of life was being destroyed. As soon as
tracks were laid across Native American territory, war parties of
Sioux, Cheyenne, and Arapaho began to attack workers
building the railroad.

ttack!

s

One of the worst attacks was by a party of about 40 Cheyenne
led by Chief Pawnee Killer. They attacked the Union Pacific,
cutting telegraph wires and bending the rails. When a train hit
the damaged rails, the engine overturned.
Seven crew members were killed. Another
freight train crashed into the wreck and
also overturned. The conductor ran back
along the track and stopped a third train
just in time. The Cheyenne burned the
overturned trains.

Voices from America

“We built iron roads, and you cannot
stop the locomotive any more than you
can stop the sun or the moon.”

—General William T. Sherman,

Railroad workers feared for their lives. Army Commander

Railroad owners, politicians, and military

men wanted to crush the Native Americans. Troops went after
them. Soldiers attacked both Native American war parties and
peaceful settlements.

Finally, a Peace Commission was called. The generals told the
Native Americans that they must let the railroad be built. Chief
Pawnee Killer left the meeting in a rage. The Sioux and the
Cheyenne continued their raids.
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What Changes Did the

Railroad Bring? Glossary

The building of the transcontinental railroad forever changed
the landscape of America. It also changed lives. Most Indian

: . . avalanche a fall or slide of i - i
tribes lost their battle to hold onto their lands. They were forced | ¢ e & mV]eStZr a person who glys
: . : arge amount of snow, ice, or  or
onto reservations. Many immigrants who had helped build the & lEC, ends money to S(?met ing,
earth down a mountainside such as a company, in order

railroad used their earnings to buy farmland from the railroads

and settle the Great Plains. to get more money back in

mtown : n havin
boomtown a town having a the future

; 2 % o s ; sudden rise in population
Villages, towns, and cities grew up around train lines. Industries LS

developed. The railroad brought valuable lumber and minerals
from the West to factories in the East. Factories shipped their
products by rail to customers quickly and cheaply.

payroll the total of all money

custom practice followed by paid to workers

a particular group

The railroad even changed time.
The trains needed reliable
schedules. But every city, town,
and village operated on its own
time. They called it local or sun
time. If it were 12 noon in one
town, it might be 12:30 in a
town a mile away. The railroads
set up time zones across the
country that followed the sun.
Called “standard time,” these
time zones made railroad
schedules work.

The building of the
transcontinental railroad was
one of the greatest achievements
of the American people in the
1800s. It united the country
from “sea to shining sea” and set
the stage for a time of great
growth.

excursion a short trip made
for pleasure

frontier the far edge of a
country where few people
live

fuse a cord that is lighted at
one end to cause an
explosion at the other end

groundbreaking the act of
breaking ground to begin a
construction project

immigrant a person who
leaves one country to settle
permanently in another

industrialize to set up
businesses and factories

prospector a person who
explores an area looking for
gold, silver, or other valuable
resources

raw material a substance in
its natural state that is
treated or processed and
made into useful finished
products

reservation an area of land
set aside by the government
for a special purpose

rural to do with the country
or farming

transcontinental crossing
a contment
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